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Friday, September 17, 2021

Dear District 25 Staff and Families,

I’m writing this letter to update you on the logistics of the SHIELD program and its implementation here
in District 25.

START DATE
The start date for the SHIELD program is slightly delayed. The new start date for SHIELD testing is
Monday, September 27, 2021. We met with the SHIELD and Med-Call teams on Wednesday afternoon
and based on that meeting, we fully anticipate that this is the final time SHIELD testing will be delayed.
We are feeling very confident in the logistics that are planned  to make this go smoothly.  Additionally,
several District 25 administrators have participated in the training so that we can provide backup
support if it is needed.

TESTING SCHEDULE
Each school will have a testing window that will fall on the same time and same day, weekly. Next week,
you will be notified of the specific day and time your child will be testing each week as well as the
procedures that will be in place for your school.

TESTING PROCESS
Your child will test along with other students who signed up for SHIELD testing from their class.
Students will test in a designated SHIELD testing space located in each school. After checking in at the
collection area, a student will deposit a small amount of saliva into a vial using a funnel. The student will
then screw on the vial’s cap and move toward the exit. The student will then place their vial into a rack,
sanitize their hands, and leave the collection area. The entire process typically takes less than five
minutes. Please review this linked video at home with your child if you would like to prepare them for
the SHIELD testing process.

For more on the SHIELD process you can visit the SHIELD website (linked here) or the SHIELD section
in our COVID-19 Q&A document (linked here).
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AN_Fi5Vaznw
https://shieldillinois.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1db0GYc8ejH2xKRVBZzCNwtYg9bsFVWV1251ATd3CKOo/edit#bookmark=id.2duyerdzr9v8
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HELP NEEDED
Med-Call is always looking for people to help facilitate these tests in our schools. Whether you have
time to do this once a week or even if you want to be available to be a substitute SHIELD tester, please
consider applying to be hired and contact Kathleen Loomis at 708-971-3656. In the meantime, you can
click on the link below and follow the steps to be trained to administer these SHIELD tests:

1. Click on this link
2. Scroll down to “Collection Site Training Program”
3. Make an account
4. Take the 2-hour, online, training
5. Wait for SHIELD to approve your training. This typically takes 24 hours.
6. Check your account the following day to see if you have a certificate indicating that you are now

officially certified to administer SHIELD testing!

Thank you so much for your patience and support with this process. I’m happy to report that we have
around 1450 students enrolled in the SHIELD testing program. Remember, you can opt your child into
the SHIELD testing program at any point throughout the year by filling out and submitting the SHIELD
consent form (linked here) to your school. Please be aware that it may take about 5-7 days for any
consent forms received by us to be uploaded into the SHIELD system. This means that testing via
SHIELD might not be available for added students until the following week.

Thank you, as always, for your time and your support.

Together today to transform tomorrow,

Lori D. Bein, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Para esta carta en español, haga clic aquí.
Aby otrzymać ten list w języku polskim, kliknij tutaj.

https://www.uillinois.edu/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1324&pageId=1605063#top
https://www.sd25.org/cms/lib/IL01904427/Centricity/Domain/524/District%2025%20SHIELD%20Consent%20Form.pdf
https://www.sd25.org/cms/lib/IL01904427/Centricity/Domain/524/District%2025%20SHIELD%20Consent%20Form.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QgQqjNK9lfCaCOZKX-_BQr-ejlc_hakqw9d8WHCXm6c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Iwf7wixVF089r3lmqdedTj6UZVjE2WabUIGLkUHxbyw/edit?usp=sharing

